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Abstract:  
 

Acid dissociation microconstants ka of dissymmetric diacids are defined. 
Relations between their values and those of their corresponding macroscopic 
constants Ka are set up and discussed. As an example, the case of amino-
acids is chosen. The approach of their values can only be carried out through 
the adoption of extra-thermodynamic hypothesis since they cannot be 
experimentally determined without any ambiguity. The presentation is 
terminated by the study of a pharmacologically active compound which has 
the behavior of a tricarboxylic acid: the gingkolide B. The three macroscopic 
dissociation constants are obtained by potentiometry. The microscopic ones 
are approached after hypothesis on the origin of some peaks in 1H and 13C 
NMR. Results of NMR and of potentiometry are consistent.  
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